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Mr. Chairperson, 
Your Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Chairperson,  
 
At the outset, I wish to express my appreciation and 
gratitude for the opportunity to participate in this 
interactive dialogue on “Ending Poverty and Hunger”. 
 
Earlier today, we adopted the 2030 development 
agenda committing ourselves as world leaders to 
double our efforts to fully implement the new agenda 
recognizing that eradicating poverty and hunger in all 
its forms, is the greatest challenge we face and an 
indispensable requirement for sustainable 
development. 
 
The Rio+20 conference underlines this principle by 
emphasizing that the new Agenda must remain 
anchored on poverty as the central and overarching 
objective.   
 
For decades, our people have lived in absolute poverty. 
As we commit to implement the 2030 development 
agenda, the unfinished business of MDGs must remain 
an integral and a central task of the new 
transformative agenda. This will ensure that the next 



15 years are spent on consolidating and scaling up our 
work. It is also important that the gains we have 
attained this far are made irreversible. This we feel 
will help our efforts in improving the quality of life of 
the poorest and most marginalized people.  
 
The implementation of MDGs brought hope to many 
of our people who lived in poverty. We believe that the 
fight for eradicating poverty, hunger and many 
associated challenges cannot be achieved without 
adequate resources. In this regard international 
partnership and cooperation must play a vital role.  
 
Accordingly, when I took Office as Third President of 
the Republic of Namibia, I declared an all-out war on 
poverty. As a first step, I have created a Ministry of 
Poverty Eradication and Social Welfare to focus and 
coordinate national programmes targeting poverty 
eradication. Furthermore, we are all aware that 
poverty is also a cause of other socio-economic ills. In 
this regard, we cannot relent in our fight for optimal 
outcomes from our investments in areas such as 
education, health and gender equality.  
 
In conclusion, our efforts to eradicate poverty will 
require a firm commitment, political will and 
concerted efforts to create the conditions necessary for 



our people to live a dignified life and ensure that no 
one is left behind. 
 
I thank you. 
 


